













[bookmark: EVIDENCE_QUESTIONNAIRE_IN_SUPPORT_OF_CLA]EVIDENCE QUESTIONNAIRE IN SUPPORT OF CLAIM FOR
REGISTRATION OF LAND AS A NEW TOWN OR VILLAGE GREEN

COMMONS ACT 2006, SECTION 15


The object of this questionnaire is to reach the truth of the matter. Please answer questions as accurately as possible and do not withhold any information


(Please return this form to the applicant not to the Open Spaces Society)
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[bookmark: EVIDENCE_QUESTIONNAIRE_IN_SUPPORT_OF_REG]EVIDENCE QUESTIONNAIRE IN SUPPORT OF REGISTRATION AS A NEW GREEN

	NAME
	

	ADDRESS
	

	POSTCODE
	TELEPHONE NO

	EMAIL


Please answer the questions for each and every period when you used the land. If you need to give different answers for different periods, or if you just need more space, please continue in the notes section at the end of this form, or on a blank sheet of paper, making clear to which question you are referring. In either case, please initial it, and attach it to this form.

The form refers below to ‘the land’ — that means the land used by local people for sports and pastimes which is shown on map A.

	THE LAND
This section is about the land which was used for sports and pastimes.

	1.
	Your address when you used the land (if different from above).
	

	2.
	Did you use the land as a local resident?
If not, explain the circumstances (for example, you occupied business premises near land, or you visited a relative who was resident nearby).
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(if 'no', please explain further)

	3.
	Have you signed the reverse side of Map A confirming it shows the land being claimed as a green?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]
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	4.
	Do you agree with the boundaries of the land shown on Map A.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]
(if 'no', please explain further)

	5.
	By what, if any, name is the land known?
	

	6.
	Has it ever to your knowledge been known by any other name? If so, what name?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]


	LOCALITY/NEIGHBOURHOOD WITHIN A LOCALITY
This section is to show whether the main use of the land was by people from a particular locality or neighbourhood.

	7.
	Is there a Map B attached showing the area where people who use the land come from (this area is the ‘locality or neighbourhood within a locality’)?
If there is no Map B please go to Q.9.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]


	8.
	Mark the location of your home (or any other place identified in Q.1) with an X on Map B.
	Please cross if done:

	9.
	Does the locality or neighbourhood have a name?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please write in)

	10.
	Do you live within this locality or neighbourhood?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]




	11.
	Where do you believe the people who use the land come from?
	

	12.
	What recognisable facilities are available mainly to the inhabitants of your locality or neighbourhood? Please cross all boxes that apply and add any other additional facilities not covered.


School catchment area	Local school
Doctor’s surgery	Local shops
Residents’ association	Community activities
Community centre	Neighbourhood watch Local church/place of worship	A central feature Scout or guide hut	Sports facility
Other (please state)

	‘AS OF RIGHT’
This section is about whether use of the land was without permission, secrecy or force.

	13.
	Are there any public rights of way crossing the land?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(if 'yes', please describe them)

	14.
	How do you gain access to the land (for example, via a gate, or a gap in the hedge)?
Please describe any changes in how you gained access during your use of the land.
Please mark and label any points of access on Map A.
	

	15.
	Do you know who the owner or occupier is?
(‘Owner’, here and below, includes any person who represents the owner, such as an agent or employee.)
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] 

(if 'yes', please give details)



	16.
	Has the owner or occupier seen you on the land?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]


	17.
	What did the owner or occupier say or do? When was this?
	

	18.
	Was permission ever sought by you for specific activities on the land?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please explain what happened)

	19.
	Did anyone ever give you permission to go onto the land?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(If 'yes', please explain when and what happened?)

	20.
	Have you ever been prevented or discouraged by any person from using the land?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(If 'yes', please explain when and what happened)

	21.
	Has any attempt ever been made by notice, locked gates, fencing or by any other means to prevent or discourage your use, or to your knowledge the use being made of the land by other local people?
Please provide dates and description of any attempts (such as the wording of any notices) and if relevant, mark and label the location on Map A.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] 

(if 'yes', please explain what happened)

	22.
	Were any other signs or notices displayed on or near the land at any time (for example, 'you are welcome to use this land but dogs must be kept on leads', or 'no public right of way')?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)



	LAWFUL SPORTS AND PASTIMES
This section is about whether the land was used for lawful sports and pastimes.

	23.
	For what purposes or activities do you go onto of land?
	

	24.
	Do other people use the land with you?
If so, please include who was with you and how often. Do not include anyone who has completed a separate form.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)

	25.
	Did you see other people using the land?
If so, please say what you saw them using the land for.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(if 'yes', please give details)

	26.
	Do you know of any community activities that take place or have taken place on the land?
If you answer ‘No’, please go to Q.29.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(if 'yes', please give details)

	27.
	Was any permission sought for those community activities?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)

	28.
	Did you participate in any of the community activities?
	Yes:	/	No: [image: ]

(if 'yes', please give details)



	29.
	Do any organisations use the land for sports or pastimes?
Was there any permission sought for those organised sports or pastimes?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)

	30.
	Do any seasonal activities take place on the land? Examples of seasonal activities could include New Year or Guy Fawkes bonfires.
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)

	31.
	Please cross all the activities that you have seen taking place on the land.


Children playing	Football
Rounders	Cricket
Fishing	Bird watching
Drawing and painting	Picnicking
Dog walking	Kite flying
Team games	People walking
Picking blackberries	Bonfire parties
Community celebrations	Bicycle riding
Fêtes	Carol singing
Horse riding	Other (please state)

	20 YEARS’ USE
This section is about whether there was at least 20 years’ use of the land for sports and pastimes.

	32.
	During which years have you used the land?
	From:
To:
And, if needed
From:
To:

	33.
	How often did you use the land within those years?
	



	34.
	During the time you have used the land has the pattern of your use remained the same?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)

	35.
	Are you still using the land at the date you complete this form?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]


	OTHER EVIDENCE

	36.
	Do you have any photographs or any other evidence of use of the land by local inhabitants which you can lend to or to send us (please advise if you require the evidence to be returned)?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]

(if 'yes', please give details)

	37.
	Do you have additional information about the land not covered in this form?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ] (if 'yes', please give details)

	38.
	If you have knowledge of others who may be in a position to complete an evidence form, please write their names and addresses in the notes section of this form.
	Please cross if done:

	39.
	I understand that this evidence form may be used in relation to an application to register the land as a town or village green and may become publicly available. I authorise the applicant to disclose this form to anyone reasonably requiring access to it.
We cannot use your form if you are unable to agree.
	Please cross if you agree:

	40.
	I also understand that this evidence may be presented at a hearing or local inquiry and I authorise the applicant to use this form for that purpose.
	Please cross if you agree:

	41.
	Are you prepared to speak and be asked questions about your use of the land at a hearing or local inquiry?
	Yes:	[image: ]	/	No: [image: ]
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	I certify that to the best of my knowledge and belief, the facts I have stated are true and this questionnaire contains an accurate record of those facts.

	
	Signed:
	Date:




[bookmark: (Please_return_this_form_to_the_applican](Please return this form to the applicant not to the Open Spaces Society)
The Environmental Information Regulations 2004 provide a right of access to information held by public bodies (such as local authorities). This form may be used in connection with an application to a local authority to register the land as a town or village green. This means that the information you supply in this form may be disclosed by the local authority.
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