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OSS vision 
 

Everyone can enjoy their rights to public paths and open spaces 

 

OSS mission 
 

We work to protect, increase, enhance and champion the common 
land, village greens, other open spaces and public rights of way of 

England and Wales, and the public’s rights to enjoy them. 
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OSS STRATEGIC GOALS 2019 - 2024 
 
Our Strategic Goals for 2019-24 are linked to our four charitable objects. 
 
 

Charitable Object 1  
To protect common land, open spaces and town and village greens 
from encroachment and, subject to the rights of the commoners, to 
secure their use by the general public. 

 
Vision for 2024 
All public bodies actively enforce legislation in a timely manner to protect and 
maintain commons, greens and other open spaces for the public, and 
acknowledge their social, recreational and other values. There is widespread 
public awareness of their rights over such land. 
 
 
STRATEGIC GOAL 1 
National and local government bodies enforce legislation to uphold and 
protect the rights of the general public to existing commons, greens and other 
open spaces without obstruction or encroachment, recognising their social, 
recreational, leisure, historical, environmental and ecological value. 
 
Objectives 
 

1.1 OSS will inform planning authorities and town, parish and community councils 
of the designations of commons, greens and public open spaces and their 
responsibilities to protect them. 
 

1.2 OSS will take or support legal action, if appropriate, to require public bodies to 
enforce the law on commons, greens and other open spaces. 
  

1.3 OSS will identify commons for re-registration in each of the English pioneer 
areas and in Wales, and make applications to register all those for which a 
good case can be made by the deadline.  OSS will take appropriate similar 
action in relation to subsequent defined areas. 

 
1.4 OSS will respond to all applications for works on, exchanges of, and re-

registration of common land and town or village greens. 
 
1.5 OSS will encourage registration of qualifying spaces as town or village 

greens: 
 

a. by encouraging local correspondents, members and supporters to 
survey land in their communities and apply for registration; 

b. by encouraging landowners such as parish and community councils 
voluntarily to register such spaces. 
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1.6 OSS will continue to be respected as a well-informed resource by those with 
responsibility for open spaces, both statutory and voluntary. 

 
 

STRATEGIC GOAL 2 
OSS will influence legislation and planning guidance to protect existing public 
open spaces, and access to them.  
 
Objective 
 

2.1 OSS will develop and implement a campaign for major development plans to 
be required to include provision of open spaces protected through registration 
as town or village greens and, in England, Local Green Space. 

 
 
 
 

Charitable Object 2 
To protect, preserve and enhance existing public paths and 
carriageways used mainly as public paths and to secure their 
proper recording, maintenance and signposting for the benefit of 
the public. 

 
Vision for 2024 
All public rights of way are recorded, well maintained and correctly 
signposted. 

STRATEGIC GOAL 3 
OSS will ensure that applications are made to register historic and other 
routes on definitive maps before deadlines. 
 
Objectives 
 
3.1 OSS will encourage and support its local correspondents, members and 

others to identify unregistered paths and ways, and apply for their inclusion on 
definitive maps. 

 
3.2 OSS will work with partner organisations to publicise the importance of this 

endeavour and the availability of information on the OSS website 
 
 

STRATEGIC GOAL 4 
Statutory authorities record, maintain and signpost all public rights of way, to 
ensure public rights of access and movement for quiet enjoyment on paths are 
upheld and that all are fully accessible to the public. 
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Objectives 
 
4.1 OSS will campaign (with partners) for highway authorities to fulfil their 

statutory responsibilities with regard to signposting rights of way as required 
by law.  

 
4.2 OSS will support the development of a tool to help members (and members of 

the public) report obstructions, defective and missing signposts.  
 
4.3 

 
 
 
 

Charitable object 3 
To secure the creation and preservation of new public paths, open 
spaces and access to and over open country for the benefit of the 
public. 

 
Vision for 2024 
All new major developments and the post-Brexit agricultural funding system 
include provision for protected public open spaces, public rights of way and 
public access. 

STRATEGIC GOAL 5 
All major building-development includes provision and designation of 
adequate-sized, protected public open spaces and paths which have the 
potential to increase the health and well-being of residents. This includes not 
only preservation of existing rights of way but also the creation of new rights 
of way to promote non-motorised use. 

 
5.1 OSS will lobby relevant bodies in England and Wales to include protected 

open spaces and pedestrian and cycle links in planning guidance and provide 
and promote advice to others on achieving this. 

 
5.2 OSS will campaign for statutory funding for public open spaces in England 

and Wales. 
 
5.3 OSS will ensure that ‘environmental net gain’ in the 25-year Environment Plan 

(in England) includes provision for public open space, and that such space be 
included in conservation covenants. 

 
5.4 OSS will campaign for a new statutory scheme of conservation covenants in 

Wales. 
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STRATEGIC GOAL 6 

6.1 OSS will develop and implement a campaign to persuade government to 
include provision for public-access payments in the new post-Brexit 
agricultural policy, and to establish an effective regulatory scheme. 

Charitable object 4 
To protect the beauty of the countryside and to promote its fullest 
enjoyment by the public. 

 

STRATEGIC GOAL 7 
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OVERARCHING STRATEGIC GOAL 8 
In order to help achieve all the above OSS will develop an effective information 
and communications programme. 
 
Objectives 
OSS will: 
8.1 increase public awareness of the importance of public open spaces and 

paths; 
 
8.2 increase public understanding of people’s rights to open spaces and paths; 
 
8.3 increase OSS’s profile in the public domain; 
 
8.4 and in doing the above ensure they have measurable targets. 
 
 
Note 


