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I would like to become a NEW member of the Open Spaces Society 
 
□ Individual £33.00 pa 
□ Joint individual £50.00 pa 
□ Life membership £660 
□ Local groups, parish councils, town councils £45.00 pa 
□ National organisations, district & borough councils £165.00 pa 
□ County Councils and Unitary Authorities £385.00 pa 
 
 
Title: …………………  Forename/s: ……………………………………………….. 
 
Surname: ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Organisation/Council (if applicable):  ………………………………………………….. 
 
Address: ................................................................................................................. 
 
..……………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………….   Postcode: ……………………………. 
 
Tel: ………………………………..        Email: ………………………………………… 
 
 
I enclose a cheque for £ ……………… made payable to Open Spaces Society 
 
□ I would like to pay future subscriptions by Direct Debit*.  Please pay your first 
subscription by cheque 
 
□ I would like the Open Spaces Society to be able to claim Gift Aid on my 
subscription and any donation I choose to make. 
 

 *Please download a direct debit form from our website, www.oss.org.uk/membership 
or tick this box □ if you would like us to send you a direct debit form in the post.  

  
 Alternatively, visit www.oss.org.uk/membership to join online and pay monthly or 

annually by credit/debit card or via GoCardless direct debit option. 
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The Open Spaces Society, Britain’s oldest national conservation body, is 
the proud owner of Parliament Piece, 15 acres of meadowland and open 
space in the heart of Kenilworth in Warwickshire, to the west of the A429 
Coventry Road.   
 
The land provides a place for quiet recreation and enjoyment in beautiful 
surroundings.  It had an important role in the nation’s history. It is believed 
to be the site of the second-oldest parliament in 1266.  This was when 
England was ruled from Kenilworth by Henry III whose army was fighting 
for control of Kenilworth Castle from Simon de Montfort’s rebel supporters. 
 
Parliament Piece was given to the Open Spaces Society by the late Miss 
Helen Martin of The Spring in 1986.  The society formed a local committee 
which drew up a management plan.  However, caring for land from a 
distance is not easy (the society is based in Henley-on-Thames in 
Oxfordshire) and so, in 1999, the society passed the land to Warwick 
District Council on a 99-year lease. Now it is managed in conjunction with 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, as a local nature reserve and site for public 
access.  In September 2015 all the organisations came together to unveil 
the new interpretation board at the site entrance. 
 
 

 
 

Representatives of the Kenilworth Lions Club, the Open Spaces Society, Warwick 
District Council and the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust at the new interpretation-board.  

Photo Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 
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The management of this beautiful, ancient site relies upon the dedication 
and hard work of volunteers.  Tasks such as the removal of scrub are vital 
in allowing Parliament Piece to flourish as a hay meadow, which means 
that butterfly species such as the meadow brown can survive and thrive 
there.  The 400-year-old hedgerows, rich in hawthorn and wild cherry, are 
festooned with the flowers and seed heads of dog-rose, ivy and traveller’s 
joy, and in turn provide a vital habitat for small mammals and nesting birds. 
Local people can explore and enjoy the wildlife that lives on their doorstep. 
 
 

 
 
 
The Open Spaces Society is grateful to everyone who works so hard to 
make Parliament Piece an asset for all to enjoy. 
 
The Open Spaces Society is a registered charity and relies on the 
generosity of its members and supporters to fund its work. 
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