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Open Spaces Society
Trustees’ Report for 2016

Reference and administrative information

Registered charity name and number
The Open Spaces Society, registered number 1144840.  

Registered company name and number
The Open Spaces Society, registered number 07846516.  

Principal and registered office
25a Bell Street, Henley-on-Thames RG9 2BA

Names of trustees, advisers and staff
The trustees are listed on the cover of this document, together with details of advisers 
and the names of the staff.  

Structure, governance and management

Governing document
The charity is controlled by its governing document, the memorandum and articles 
of association, and constitutes a limited company, limited by guarantee, as defined 
by the Companies Act 2006.  

The charity is the successor to the Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths 
Preservation Society (registered charity number 214753), which was established 
by a trust deed dated 6 December 1963, having been originally founded in 1865.   
It was registered as a company limited by guarantee on 14 November 2011.  

Recruitment and appointment of trustees
Trustees are appointed by the members of the company, in accordance with the 
memorandum and articles of association.  

Related party disclosures
No transaction which would need to be disclosed has been notified by any trustee, 
in relation to the year, nor any balance outstanding from previous years.  

Declarations of interest
An agenda item for recording these, if any be declared, appears on the agenda for 
each trustee meeting. The society’s insurers require a statement to be minuted at 
each meeting that the trustees are not aware of anything arising which might lead 
to a claim on the society’s indemnity policy.
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Risk management statement
The society maintains a risk register which is regularly reviewed by trustees with 
practical precautions being implemented by officers and staff.

Public benefit statement

Section 4 of the Charities Act 2011 requires the charity trustees to comply with 
their duty to have due regard to public benefit guidance published by the Charity 
Commission in exercising their powers or duties.

The trustees are mindful of this obligation and have been referring to the guidance 
when reviewing their aims and objectives and in planning their future activities. In 
particular, they have considered how planned activities will contribute to the aims 
and objectives they have set.

Objectives and activities for the public benefit

Summary of the charity’s objects and strategy for achieving them
The objects of the society are campaigning to create and conserve common land, 
village greens, open spaces and rights of public access in town and country, in 
England and Wales. These objects are furthered both locally and nationally. The 
society is building up a network of local correspondents who can make site visits 
where problems arise and submit appropriate representations regarding, for 
example, proposed changes to the public-path network. The society also secures 
the registering of new village greens and resists encroachments on common land.

At a national level the society’s unique expertise is its accumulated knowledge in 
the complicated case law and common law that apply to common land and its user 
rights. Bodies such as the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(Defra), the Welsh Government, the National Trust, Natural England and Natural 
Resources Wales acknowledge the society’s primacy in this area. The society is a 
statutory consultee for applications for works on common land and for changes to 
public rights of way.

We are grateful to the following trusts and funds for donations and grants
Chelsea Square 1994 Trust, Gatliff Trust, H&G de Freitas Trust, Millennium 
Oak Trust.

It also endeavours to improve the law for the benefit of the public. By challenging 
unacceptable proposals—through the courts if necessary—and more generally by 
seeking media attention and lobbying parliament and local authorities, it protects 
places of beauty and interest and achieves better public access throughout England 
and Wales.
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Achievements and performance, delivery of public benefit

Summary of main achievements during the year
The main achievements during the year are listed below under headings which 
reflect the four main objects in our constitution.

1. To protect commons, greens and other open spaces
Our case officers provided training for local authorities, including a day’s training 
on the protection of commons and greens for local councils in Essex. They visited 
commons in England and Wales to look at issues concerning management, grazing 
and fencing. 

The trustees agreed to invest some reserves in a project to research and secure 
the re-registration of commons which were omitted from registration under the 
Commons Registration Act 1965; at the year’s end we were determining the scope of 
this project with a view to starting it in spring 2017.

Our general secretary attended the European conference of the International 
Association for the Study of the Commons in Bern, Switzerland, where she 
promoted collective action among participants.

The society responded to calls from members for advice on protection and 
management of at least 114 commons, 96 registered greens and 196 other open 
spaces. Many more cases and disputes came to us from consultations from official 
bodies, or were dealt with by our local correspondents.  

In preparation for the elections to the National Assembly for Wales in May we 
published our 12-point action plan for commons, green spaces and paths in Wales 
and sent it to all the candidates.

Applicants for works on, or exchange of, common land notified us of 81 cases. We 
raised objections to 19 of them.

Of the 71 statutory applications for works which were determined during the year, 
four were rejected following our advice. These included the exchange of village green 
at Limpenhoe, Norfolk; temporary paddocks on Thwaite Common, Norfolk, and 
995 metres of fence on Westerdale Common in the North York Moors National Park. 
Fourteen applications were approved despite our objections, including applications 
for exchange of common land and works to allow the construction of wind turbines 
on Mynydd y Gwair Common, Swansea; a vehicular access on Colney Heath, 
Hertfordshire; the refurbishment of the sports zone on Clapham Common, Lambeth; 
and renewal of consent for fencing on New Buckenham Common in Norfolk.

We were delighted when an application for commercial development, including an 
events venue, retail outlet and bike hire, on White Moss Common in the Lake District 
National Park was rejected following a public inquiry at which the applications for 
commons and planning consent were considered together. Ian Brodie spoke for the 
society as an objector.

Our local correspondent Ralph Holmes negotiated with SITA and Natural England to 
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secure a good outcome on Ford Heath Common in Dorset, to enable SITA to extend 
its quarry on the common.

We successfully fought a proposal by Forest of Dean District Council to introduce a 
public spaces protection order in the village of Bream in Gloucestershire. This would 
have made it a criminal offence to allow sheep to stray there. We argued that the 
order was ultra vires and excessive.

We backed the Save Battersea Park Action Group in its successful effort to thwart 
the Formula E motor race in the park. The matter was resolved out of court so we 
were unable to test our contention that such an event was contrary to the Greater 
London Parks and Open Spaces Order 1967. We also opposed plans for an 
Oktoberfest on Acton Green common, Ealing, which we believed to flout the order, 
and at the year’s end we hoped to be joined in a court of appeal action by Save 
Finsbury Park against Haringey Council to fight the council’s permission for a 
Wireless Festival on the park.  We launched our Save Our Spaces appeal to members 
in December and raised £4,249 in 2016.

Nicola Hodgson remained active on Defra’s National Common Land Stakeholder 
Group and various Wildlife and Countryside Link working parties. 

2. To protect and enhance public rights of way and public access
The office dealt with 177 requests for advice on paths and our local correspondents 
pursued many others.

We continued to work with other members of the stakeholder working group on 
unrecorded ways, and were involved in drafting the guidance, although parliamentary 
time was still not found to enable the Deregulation Act 2015 to be brought into effect. 

With the definitive-map cut-off date less than ten years away, we launched the 
Find Our Way appeal. This was to raise funds to enable us to support our local 
correspondents and other members in researching and applying for the addition of 
paths to the definitive map which might otherwise be extinguished in 2026. We were 
delighted that we raised £14,706.

We organised a training day at Chepstow in Monmouthshire for members of the 
society, Ramblers and Chepstow Walkers Are Welcome to learn from our 
vice-chairman Phil Wadey and Sarah Bucks how to research and record paths for 
the definitive map. Our local correspondent, Ian Witham, won a definitive-map 
modification order application, a byway at North Lopham—the first since he started 
his systematic historical research in Norfolk.

To take advantage of any new agricultural-funding scheme post-Brexit the society 
developed proposals to reward farmers and landowners for creating and improving 
public access and paths. At the year’s end, we were seeking support for our plan 
from other user groups.

Our Norfolk local correspondent Ian Witham pursued a case under section 56 of the 
Highways Act 1980 against Norfolk County Council for failure to maintain a footpath 
at East Ruston and Honing.  

Unfortunately, we lost the application to record a public path across the River 
Thame at Chippinghurst, Oxfordshire, at the end of a long campaign initiated by our 
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member Hugh Crawley in 2002 and taken up by Chris Hall latterly; the application 
was rejected following a public inquiry.

We were pleased when the Law Society adopted our suggestion of including on search 
forms for conveyancing a compulsory question relating to public paths across the 
property.

Legal fund
We made pledges and donations from our legal fund to help our members protect 

their paths and spaces.
• Defending high court action against village green challenge 
 in Lancaster (successful) £5,000
• High court action to protect beach-side open space at 
 Whitstable, Kent (ongoing) £1,000
• Possible action against London Borough of Ealing 
 regarding Oktoberfest on Acton Green common
 (action postponed)  £3,600
• Public inquiry into application to add footpath across 
 the River Thame, Oxfordshire, to definitive map 
 (unsuccessful)  £1,800

3. To secure the creation of new public paths and open spaces
We advised more than 96 members and other inquirers about claiming greens and 
celebrated our members’ successes in registering new greens at Oval Field, Selsey in 
Hampshire, and Woughton Park and Passmore village green at Old Woughton, Milton 
Keynes.

In Witney, Oxfordshire, our local correspondent Chris Hall forced Richmond Care 
Villages to pledge a new village green and public path as part of its development in 
exchange for withdrawing our objection to the diversion of a path which RCV had 
illegally obstructed with new buildings. 

4.   To protect the beauty of the countryside
In August the proposed extensions to the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales National 
Parks took effect, completing unfinished business from 1949. The new areas include 
many commons. We were pleased when proposals for solar panels in the New Forest 
National Park, close to the Lepe Loop recreational route, were rejected following a 
public inquiry.

Organisational management
We published the third in our series of 150th anniversary books: Village Greens by 
Graham Bathe. In March, with the National Trust, we marked 150 years since the 
battle of Berkhamsted Common, with speeches, a walk on the once-contested land 
and a barbeque. We announced the winners of our anniversary photo competition: 
the overall winner was Ceri Jones with New Forest Dawn. In August we joined the 
celebrations of the 750th anniversary of the siege of Kenilworth in Warwickshire, 
and of the parliament which was allegedly held on our land at Parliament Piece, with 
stalls at the town’s event.  

We were delighted to welcome Hugh Craddock, formerly from Defra, as our 
additional case officer, working alongside Nicola Hodgson. This appointment was 
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made possible from generous legacies to the society.

Our vice-president Len Clark attained his 100th birthday in August and we joined 
the National Trust and others in a celebration at Polesden Lacey in Surrey in 
November, where benches and a copse have been installed in his honour.

We ended the year with 40 local correspondents. We appointed Simon Bunn, Yvonne 
Hunt, Marion Law, Malcolm Lees, Chris Meewezen, Jacqueline Merrick, Mary 
Traynor and Lucy Wilson. We welcomed back Alysoun Hodges. Brendan Clegg and 
Peter Newman extended their territories. We were sorry to lose Chris Bloor and 
Edgar Powell. Edgar had been our correspondent for 23 years and we celebrated 
the massive contributions from Edgar and his wife Audrey by presenting them with 
honorary life membership at our AGM.

We held our AGM in July in London. Our vice-president Paul Clayden took the chair. 
Quentin Grimley, Wales Coast Path officer for Natural Resources Wales, and Paul 
Johnson, principal specialist (statutory access) for Natural England, were our guest 
speakers. Peter Newman was the first winner of our Eversley Award for outstanding 
personal endeavour. The society presented him with the award at the AGM in 
recognition of 25 years’ work with offenders on Community Payback, improving 
paths in Herefordshire. We were sorry that Tim Crowther stepped down from the 
board of trustees after 12 years’ service, and we welcomed back Jean Macdonald.

We continued to work on increasing our membership and deterring people from 
lapsing. The trustees approved a casework strategy to guide us in prioritising our 
caseload.

We issued 102 press releases which gave further publicity to our concerns. We 
published three issues of our magazine Open Space. Trustees, staff and local 
correspondents were interviewed at least 20 times on the radio and once on television.

On 31 December, membership stood at 1,880, a net decrease of 87. We welcomed 
201 new members. 14 members died during the year and a further 274 lapsed.

Our dedicated staff, Kate Ashbrook, Hugh Craddock, Ellen Froggatt, Nicola 
Hodgson, Christine Hunter and Trevor Quantrill, have had a busy year. We thank 
them warmly for their commitment and success in furthering the work of the society.

Financial review

Financial operations
We continued to be financially well-supported by members and non-members 
during the year, with donations increasing again in 2016. We could not match the 
spectacular achievement of £33,355 raised from appeals in 2015 (including the 
150th-anniversary appeal) but the £23,083 raised still represents a very good result. 
We are grateful to all those whose support allows us to continue the work of the 
society.

We remain tremendously grateful to those members and supporters who generously 
leave gifts to the society in their wills. The funds that we raise through subscriptions, 
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donations, appeals and investment income do not fully cover the costs of running the 
society. We are very dependent on legacies to provide the security for us to plan for 
the future and commit to new areas of work such as commons re-registration. Again, 
we finished the year with a stronger financial position than we started.

Legacies received in 2016
Kenneth Bond     Leslie Menzler

Our staff costs have increased this year because of the decision taken in 2015 to 
increase our support for casework. There is also an increase in legal costs, arising 
from pledges made from the legal fund to support important action by members to 
protect paths and open spaces.

Finally, last year we made some small changes in the presentation of the accounts 
to comply with the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities, and this year there are some further wording changes to reflect 
introduction of a new Financial Reporting Standard, FRS 102. This has had no 
impact on any of the numbers in the accounts.

Reserves policy
Strategic reserve fund: the society’s recurring revenue is not sufficient to meet all 
running costs so it is the policy of the trustees to maintain a strategic reserve fund 
sufficient to cover the expected net outgoings of the society for the next 48 months. 
In line with this policy we have increased the value of the strategic reserve fund to 
£758,511 at 31 December 2016. The increase reflects in part the likely increase 
in costs from our commitment to research and secure re-registration of commons 
previously omitted under the Commons Registration Act 1965.

The fund is invested for the benefit of the society but remains available to the 
trustees to transfer back to the general fund in case of need.

Conclusion

The Open Spaces Society is in good heart, high-achieving, a steadfast guardian 
of rights, and a force-to-be-reckoned-with.  We have remarkably hard-working 
staff and volunteers who live the society’s values, resilient in the face of tough 
opposition, who have handled over 700 cases in the last year.  Through prudent 
financial management, and the tremendous backing of members and supporters, 
our financial position has strengthened.  This means that we not only meet the 
challenges ahead, but are able to plan new ventures and initiatives.  We’re here to stay.

Signed

Graham Bathe (chairman, on behalf of the trustees)
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The Open Spaces Society
(Registered Company Number: 07846516)

Independent Examiner’s Report to the Trustees of
The Open Spaces Society

I report on the financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2016 set out on pages nine to 
sixteen. 
     
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity’s trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purpose of company law) 
are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements.  The charity’s trustees consider that 
an audit is not required for this year (under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 
Act)) and that an independent examination is required.  The charity is required by law to prepare 
accrued financial statements and I am qualified to undertake the examination by being a qualified 
member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.
     
Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under company law and is eligible for 
independent examination, it is my responsibility to:
     
– examine the financial statements under section 145 of the 2011 Act;
– follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission 

(under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act); and
– state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiners’ report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commission.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 
and a comparison of the financial statements presented with those records.  It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements, and seeking 
explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The procedures undertaken do 
not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given 
as to whether the financial statements present a ‘true and fair view’ and the report is limited to those 
matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner’s statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:
     
(1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements:

– to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 and 387 of the Companies Act 
2006, and

– to prepare financial statements which accord with the accounting records, comply with 
the accounting requirements of sections 394 and 395 of the Companies Act 2006 and with 
the methods and principles of the Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities have not been met; or

     
(2) to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 

of the financial statements to be reached.

N M Smith ACA, CTA
Villars Hayward LLP 
Chartered Accountants, 
Registered Auditors and
Chartered Tax Advisers
Boston House
Henley-on-Thames
RG9 1DY   Date: 12 April 2017 
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Statement of Financial Activities
(including Income and Expenditure Account)

For the Year Ended 31 December 2016

  Unrestricted Restricted Endowment    Total Total
 Note      funds    funds      funds    funds funds
     2016 2015
          £       £         £       £       £
Income resources

Income and endowments from:
Donations and legacies 2 240,517    240,517 161,049

Charitable activities 
Subscriptions  66,267 - -  66,267  65,681
Appeals 3 19,413 - -  19,413  29,224
Gift Aid  13,454 - -  13,454  13,715 

Other trading activities  
Sale of publications etc 4 3,283 - - 3,283 7,691

Investments 5 22,365 - - 22,365 23,528
  ________ ____ ____ ________ ________ 
  

Total  365,299 - - 365,299  300,888
  ________ ____ ____ ________ ________
 
Expenditure on:

Raising funds
Other publications costs  4,883 - - 4,883 11,947

Charitable activities 
Staff costs 6 157,938  - - 157,938  143,637
Premises costs 7 14,704  - - 14,704  14,649 
Administration costs 8 31,962  - - 31,962  26,483 
Local correspondents  347  - - 347  442 
Open Space and website  9,471  - - 9,471  10,179
Other costs 9 32,136  - - 32,136 29,436 
Governance  costs 10 9,331  - - 9,331  7,908

  ________ ____ ____ ________ ________

Total  260,772  - - 260,772  244,681 
  ________ ____ ____ ________ ________

Gains/(losses) on investment assets 11 22,742 2,992 1,706 27,440 (1,164)
  ________ _______ _______ ________ ________ 
Net income/(expenditure)   127,269  2,992 1,706 131,967  55,043 

Transfers between funds  - - - - -  
  ________ _______ _______ ________ ________ 

  127,269  2,992 1,706 131,967  55,043 

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS:
Total funds brought forward 12 796,843  42,242  24,089  863,174  808,131 
  ________ _______ _______ ________ ________ 
TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD  924,112  45,234 25,795 995,141 863,174
  ________ _______ _______ ________ ________
  ________ _______ _______ ________ ________
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 Balance Sheet
as at 31 December 2016

  31.12.16 31.12.15
 Note £ £
FIXED ASSETS
Tangible fixed assets 13 6,484 - 
Investments 14 414,753 387,313  ________ ________ 
Total fixed assets  421,237 387,313   ________ ________   ________ ________ 

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors 15 4,538 4,554 
Fixed and short term deposits 16 572,631 470,043 
Cash at bank and in hand  8,779 10,822   ________ ________ 
Total current assets  585,948 485,419 

Liabilities: 
Creditors: amounts falling due 
within one year 17 (12,044) (9,558)  ________ ________ 
Net current assets/(liabilities)  573,904 475,861   ________ ________   ________ ________ 
Total net assets  995,141 863,174   ________ ________   ________ ________ 
The funds of the charity:

Endowment funds:   
Buxton fund  25,795 24,089 

Restricted funds:   
Creech Jones fund  45,234 42,242 

Unrestricted funds:    
General fund  165,601 134,323 
Strategic reserve fund  758,511 662,520   ________ ________ 
    ________ ________ 
Total charity funds  995,141 863,174   ________ ________   ________ ________ 

The charitable company is entitled to exemption from audit under section 477 of the Companies Act 2006 
for the year ended 31 December 2016.

The members have not required the charitable company to obtain an audit of its financial statements for 
the year ended 31 December 2016 in accordance with section 476 of the Companies Act 2006.

The trustees acknowledge their responsibilities for:     
(a) ensuring that the charitable company keeps accounting records which comply with sections 386 and 

387 of the Companies Act 2006 and
(b) preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable 

company as at the end of each financial year and of its surplus or deficit for each financial year in 
accordance with the requirements of sections 394 and 395 and which otherwise comply with the 
requirements of the Companies Act 2006 relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the 
charitable company. 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to small charitable companies and with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102).

These financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees on 9th March 2017 and were signed 
on its behalf by:      

G M Bathe - Chairman    S M Warr - Treasurer
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2016

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 The principal accounting policies adopted, judgements and key sources of estimation for 

uncertainty in the preparation of the financial statements are as follows:   
  

(a) Basis of preparation 
 The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by 

Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland 
(FRS 102) - (Charities SORP (FRS 102)), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK 
and Republic Of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.

 The Open Spaces Society meets the definition of a public benefit entity under FRS 102. Assets and 
liabilities are initially recognised at historical cost or transaction value unless otherwise stated in 
the relevant accounting policy note(s). 

 
(b) Income recognition policies  
 Items of income are recognised and included in the financial statements when all of the following 

criteria are met:
- the charity has entitlement to the funds;    

- any performance conditions attached to the item(s) of income have been met or are fully 
within the control of the charity;

- there is sufficient certainty that receipt of the income is considered probable, and 

- the amount can be measured reliably.
 
 Legacies
 For legacies, entitlement is taken as the earlier of:

- the date on which the charity is aware that probate has been granted;

- the estate has been finalised and notification has been made by the executor(s) to the charity 
that a distribution will be made; or

- when a distribution is received from the estate.

 Receipt of a legacy, in whole or in part, is only considered probable when the amount can be 
measured reliably and the charity has been notified of the executor’s intention to make a 
distribution. 

 Other voluntary income 
 Voluntary income received by way of subscription, donations and appeals is included in the 

financial statements when receivable and the amount can be measured reliably by the charity.

 Donated services
 The value of services provided by volunteers has not been included in these financial statements.

 Interest receivable
 Interest on funds held on deposit is included when receivable and the amount can be measured 

reliably by the charity; this is normally upon notification of the interest paid or payable by the 
bank.

 
(c)  Expenditure and irrecoverable VAT
 Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to make a payment to a 

third party, it is probable that settlement will be required and the amount of the obligation can be 
measured reliably.  Expenditure is classified under the following activity headings:

 Expenditure on charitable activities comprises those costs incurred by the charity in the delivery 
of its activities and services for its beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated 
directly to such activities and those costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them.

  Governance costs include those costs associated with the constitutional and statutory 
requirements of the charity and include the independent examiner’s fees and costs linked to the 
strategic management of the charity.

 Irrecoverable VAT is charged as a cost against the activity for which the expenditure was incurred.
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Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2016

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES (CONTINUED)
(d) Fixed assets
 Fixed assets (excluding investments) are stated at cost less accumulated depreciation. 

Depreciation is provided so as to write off the asset over three years.

 Investments held as fixed assets are revalued at mid-market value at the balance sheet date and 
the gain or loss taken to the Statement of Financial Activities.

(e) Fund accounting
 General fund -  This is an unrestricted fund which is to be invested for the benefit of the society 

but remains available to the trustees to be used for the objects of the society or for making 
allocations to the Strategic Reserve fund.  Within the General fund is an amount of £2,090 set 
aside for legal support for members.

 Strategic reserve fund - This is an unrestricted fund derived from allocations from the General 
fund. It is the policy of the trustees to keep 48 months’ reserve in this fund, so that it should hold 
sufficient to cover the society’s following 48 months’ net outgoings, and to allow for an orderly 
closure of the society thereafter, should this become necessary.  In line with this policy, the fund 
stood at £758,511 at 31 December 2016. This fund is to be invested for the benefit of the society 
but remains available to the trustees to transfer back to the General fund in case of need.

 Creech Jones fund - The income from this restricted fund may be used for the objects of the 
society that would not normally be met from the General fund.

 Buxton fund - The income from this fund is transferred to the society’s General fund.

(f) Transition to FRS 102
 In making the transition to FRS 102, no changes were needed to the opening fund balances.

2. DONATIONS AND LEGACIES 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Donations 35,517 27,130
 Legacies 205,000 133,919  _______ _______ 

  240,517 161,049  _______  _______  _______ _______ 

3. APPEALS AND GIFT AID 
 Funds raised by appeals over the year also generated related income via Gift Aid. 
 Appeal Donations Gift Aid Total
  £ £ £
 Lost Commons 535  134  669
 What comes now? 2,901 558 3,459
 Find Our Way 12,447 2,259 14,706 
 Save Our Spaces 3,530 719 4,249  ______ _______ _______ 

  19,413  3,670 23,083   ______ _______ _______   ______ _______ _______ 

4. INCOME FROM OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Sales of publications 1,915 3,180
 Special projects and training 967 2,311
 Grants and awards - 2,000
 Trusts, royalties, commission etc. 401  200  _______ _______ 

  3,283 7,691  _______  _______  _______ _______ 
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2016

5. INVESTMENT INCOME 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Listed investments 19,179 18,638
 Cash investments 3,186 4,890  _______ _______ 

  22,365 23,528   _______ _______   _______  _______

6. STAFF COSTS 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Gross salaries 142,061 126,913
 Employer’s National Insurance contributions 10,222 9,928 
 Pension contributions 5,655  5,764
 Recruitment costs -  472 
 Temporary staff costs - 560    _______  _______

  157,938 143,637  _______  _______  _______  _______

 Employees with emoluments exceeding the Charity Commission reporting threshold of £60,000: Nil 
(2015: Nil)

 The average number of full-time equivalent employees in the year was four (2015 - four)

7. PREMISES COSTS 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Rent 7,800 7,800
 Light and heat 1,447 1,381
 Other 1,340 1,435
 Cleaning 1,304 1,129
 Repairs and maintenance 1,045 1,181
 Insurance 774 820
 Rates and water 725 708
 Consumables 269 195  _______  _______

  14,704 14,649  _______  _______  _______  _______

8. ADMINISTRATION COSTS 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Postage, telephone and stationery 8,145 9,152
 IT costs 6,246 4,121
 Travel and subsistence 4,778 3,486
 Printing and photocopying 3,985 3,749
 Costs of appeals for funding 3,431 4,095
 Depreciation of computer equipment 3,242  - 
 Other  1,100 849
 Professional indemnity insurance 1,035 1,031  _______  _______

  31,962 26,483  _______  _______  _______  _______
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2016

9. OTHER COSTS 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Professional fees - marketing 14,196 16,413
 Legal costs 11,400 2,905
 Subscriptions and donations 3,626 6,410
 Conferences and training 1,003 1,195
 Find Our Way 859 -
 Legacy mailing to the Law Society 780  -
 Foundation For Common Land 200 -  
 Books and maps 41 44
 Welsh Manifesto 36 -
 Commons Project 20  - 
 Parliament Piece - 1,500
 Local Green Space Campaign - 120
 Green Space Award - 99  
 Photographic Competition (25) 750  _______  _______

  32,136 29,436  _______  _______  _______  _______

10. GOVERNANCE COSTS 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Independent examiner’s fees (includes prior year
 underprovision) 4,736 2,890
 AGM and trustees 4,454 4,780
 Professional fees 141 238  _______  _______

  9,331 7,908  _______  _______  _______  _______

11. GAINS/(LOSSES) ON INVESTMENT ASSETS £ £

 Unrealised gain/(loss) on revaluation of investments 27,440 (1,164)  _______  _______  _______  _______

12. ANALYSIS OF FUNDS     
   Opening Net income/ Transfers Closing
   Balance (expenditure)  Balance
 
 Unrestricted funds  £ £ £ £
 General fund  134,323 127,269 (95,991) 165,601
 Strategic reserve fund  662,520 -  95,991)  758,511
 
 Restricted funds
 Creech Jones fund  42,242  2,992  - 45,234
 
 Endowment funds
 Buxton fund  24,089 1,706 - 25,795   ______ _____ _______ _________ 

   863,174  131,967   - 995,141   ______ _____ _______ _________    ______ _____ _______ _________ 
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2016

13. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
  Office Computer 
  Equipment Equipment Total
  £ £ £
 
 Cost
 At 1 January 2016 9,687 25,027 34,714
 Additions  -  9,726    9,726   
 Disposals  -     -    -    ______ _______ _______ 

 At 31 December 2016 9,687 34,753 44,440  ______ _______ _______   ______ _______ _______ 

 Depreciation
 At 1 January 2016 9,687 25,027 34,714
 Charge for the year  -   3,242  3,242  
 Disposals  -    -    -  ______ _______ _______ 

 At 31 December 2016 9,687 28,269 37,956  ______ _______ _______   ______ _______ _______ 

 Net book value at 31 December 2016 - 6,484 6,484

 Net book value at 31 December 2015 - - -  ______ _______ _______   ______ _______ _______ 

14. INVESTMENTS
  31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £

 AT MARKET VALUE 1 JANUARY 2016 387,313 388,477
 Net investment gains/(losses) 27,440 (1,164)  ________ ________ 

 AT MARKET VALUE 31 DECEMBER 2016 414,753 387,313  ________  ________  ________  ________

 There were no investment assets outside the UK. The investments are held primarily to provide an 
investment return for the charity.

 The historical cost of the above investments at 31 December 2016 is £204,221 (2015: £204,221)

15. DEBTORS
  31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Accrued income 3,547 3,563
 Professional indemnity insurance prepaid 991 991  ______ ______

  4,538 4,554  ______  ______  ______  ______
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Notes to the financial statements (continued)
for the year ended 31 December 2016

16. FIXED AND SHORT TERM DEPOSITS 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Aldermore Bank Bond 75,000  75,000 
 Hampshire Trust Bank 75,000   - 
 Cambridge & Counties Bank 75,000   - 
 The Charity Bank 75,000   - 
 Shawbrook Bank 75,000   - 
 Nationwide Instant Saver 75,000   - 
 United Trust Bank 75,000   - 
 CAF Gold Account 47,631  163,818 
 CAF 30 Day Notice -    129,245 
 AIB (GB) Fixed Term Deposit -    85,000 
 NS&I 5 Year Index Linked Certificate -    16,980   ________ ________

  572,631 470,043  ________ ________   ________  ________

17. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN
 ONE YEAR 31.12.16 31.12.15
  £ £
 Trade creditors 4,682 3,071 
 Accruals 4,426 2,250
 Other taxes and social security costs 2,936 4,237  ______ ________ 

  12,044 9,558  ______  ________  ______  ________

18. PARLIAMENT PIECE

 The society owns this land in Kenilworth which is leased, under a 99-year lease, to Warwick District 
Council and managed locally. No value has been placed on this land in these financial statements.

19. REMUNERATION OF TRUSTEES

 None of the trustees received any remuneration (2015 - nil).
 An aggregate of £1,037 (2015 - £1,101) was reimbursed to four (2015 - three) trustees for expenses 

incurred in relation to the society’s activities, including attending meetings and/or acting as local 
correspondents.
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The Open Spaces Society’s trustees appoint individual members of the society, known as local correspondents, to 
represent the society in certain local-authority areas. They are listed below.

Local correspondents at 30 April 2017
England  
Bedford Borough Brian Cowling 01234 364951
Bournemouth B Harry and  harryalexander@outlook.com
 Aimée Alexander  
Brighton & Hove City Chris Smith cs@hbhelp.co.uk
Cambridgeshire Alysoun Hodges alysounhodges@oss.org.uk
Cheshire East Chris Meewezen chrismeewezen@oss.org.uk
Cornwall Kerrier D (former) Jacqueline Merrick jnmerrick@yahoo.co.uk
Cornwall North Cornwall D (former) Lucy Wilson lucywilson@oss.org.uk
County Durham former Teesdale D 
and Wear Valley D Jo Bird county@oss.org.uk
Coventry John Hall johnhall607@gmail.com
Cumbria South Lakeland D Mary Traynor m.traynor@lancaster.ac.uk
Derbyshire South Derbyshire D Ralph Holmes ralphcholmes@outlook.com
Dorset Purbeck D, Weymouth & Portland B Barry Thomas histman@gmail.com 
East Sussex Eastbourne B Brendan Clegg brendanclegg@gmail.com
East Sussex Lewes D Chris Smith cs@hbhelp.co.uk
East Sussex Wealden D Brendan Clegg brendanclegg@gmail.com
Essex Chelmsford B Malcolm Lees oss.mlees@gmail.com
Gloucestershire Cotswold D Gerry Stewart gerry.stewart@oss.org.uk
Hampshire  Dave Ramm daveramm@hotmail.co.uk
Herefordshire Hereford City,  Owen Morgan 01989 770302
South Herefordshire D (former) 
Herefordshire Leominster D (former) Peter Newman footpaths@castlehillbooks.co.uk
Herts Hertsmere B, Three Rivers D Chris Beney 01923 211113
Kent Canterbury C, Dover D, Shepway D Graham Wanstall 01304 242493
Kent Thanet D Gordon Sencicle 01304 366878
Kent Tonbridge & Malling B David Thornewell 01732 847415
Leeds C Jerry Pearlman jerrypearlman@oss.org.uk
Leicestershire North West Leics D Barry Thomas histman@gmail.com
London Hillingdon B David Williams david.williams@oss.org.uk
London Lambeth B, Wandsworth B Jeremy Clyne 07468 602418
Medway Owen Morgan 01989 770302
Norfolk Breckland D, Broadland D, King’s Ian Witham ianwitham@oss.org.uk
Lynn & West Norfolk B, North Norfolk D
North Somerset Simon Bunn sibunnoss@gmail.com
Oxfordshire Chris Hall myleshall@aol.com 
Poole B Harry and  harryalexander@outlook.com 
 Aimée Alexander 
Rochdale B Yvonne Hunt 
Shropshire Harry Scott harrywscott@oss.org.uk
Somerset South Somerset D Peter Kidner ssosspjk@btinternet.com
Somerset Taunton Deane B Paul Partington crawlic@outlook.com
Staffordshire Harry Scott harrywscott@oss.org.uk
Stoke-on-Trent C Harry Scott harrywscott@oss.org.uk
Surrey Elmbridge B Rodney Whittaker rodney.whittaker@gmail.com
Surrey Guildford B Colin Sandford 1colinsandford@gmail.com
Surrey Surrey Heath D Bob Milton 07860 718464
Telford and Wrekin Marion Law marionlaw@tiscali.co.uk
West Sussex Mid Sussex D Paul Brown 01342 811866

Wales  
Blaenau Gwent Maggie Thomas xkeysmaggie@gmail.com
Caerphilly Maggie Thomas xkeysmaggie@gmail.com
Powys Radnorshire D (former) Peter Newman footpaths@castlehillbooks.co.uk
Rhondda Cynon Taff south Jay Kynch jaykynch@oss.org.uk
Torfaen  Maggie Thomas xkeysmaggie@gmail.com

B = borough, C= city, D = district  



Open Spaces Society, 25a Bell Street, 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 2BA
Tel: (01491) 573535 
Email: hq@oss.org.uk
Website: www.oss.org.uk

Highlights of 2016
During the year we 

• helped our members protect 697 commons, greens, open spaces and 

paths under threat of loss, and local correspondents helped many more

• appointed an additional case officer

• presented to Peter Newman our first Eversley Award

• developed the campaign to register lost commons in England

• published our action plan for the Welsh Assembly election

• ran a training course for local councillors in Essex

• published a book, Village Greens

• assisted members with queries about the registration of 100 greens.

Annual General Meeting 2017
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 
6 July at 11.00 am at Friends House, 173 Euston 
Road, London NW1 2BJ

Membership rates
Individuals: ordinary £33 or £3 per month; joint ordinary £50; life £660.
Local organisations; parish, town and community councils: £45.
National organisations; district and borough councils: £165.
County councils and unitary authorities: £385.

Higgs Group, Henley-on-Thames RG9 1AD. Tel: 01491 419429

Charity no 1144840

Registered in England and Wales, limited company no 07846516


