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ABOUT THE SOCIETY 
 
The Open Spaces Society (formerly the Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths 
Preservation Society) was founded in 1865 and is Britain's oldest national conservation 
body.  A charity and a pressure group, we campaign for new, tougher laws to protect 
common land, town and village greens, urban and rural open spaces and public rights of 
way in town and country, throughout England and Wales.  We give technical and practical 
advice on their law, protection, management and administration. 
 
The society has about 1,900 members, consisting of local authorities at all levels, amenity 
and other organisations and individuals, who look to it for help and advice. We rely for our 
income on membership subscriptions, donations, legacies and grants. 
 
The society’s office is in Henley-on-Thames in Oxfordshire.  It has only the one office, and 
no branches.  There are at present six members of staff, some of them part-time:  the 
general secretary, two case officers, office manager, office assistant and financial 
administrator.  The organisation is headed by the general secretary.   
 
The society is governed by the trustees who meet approximately four times a year in 
London.  They are elected by the annual general meeting of society’s members in the 
summer. 
 
Why we need a commons re-registration project officer 
 
Over the past 150 years, the Open Spaces Society has preserved commons for the 
enjoyment of the public.  In the late 1960s, following the enactment of the Commons 
Registration Act 1965, the society worked hard to register common land and common 
rights in the short period allowed by the Act.  Many commons were lost through failure to 
register them. 
 
Now, in nine local authority areas pioneering implementation of Part 1 of the Commons 
Act 2006, we have the opportunity to register some of the commons which were not 
successfully registered after the 1965 Act.  The project officer will manage a project to 
revisit the registration of commons and greens in the 1960s, and see that the extensive 
areas of still unimproved waste, and other valued but overlooked commons and greens,  
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which endure today but which escaped registration at that time, are registered now to 
secure permanent protection and enjoyment. 
 
The Commons Registration Act 1965 enabled, and effectively required, the registration of 
all common land and greens.  But many areas of common, provisionally registered by 
commoners or local groups (such as the society and the Ramblers), were struck off the 
register, sometimes because of deals agreed between commoners and landowners to 
avoid registration.  And others were simply overlooked. 
 
Section 1(2) of the 1965 Act provided that these commons and greens were deemed no 
longer to be common land, and subsequently case law has confirmed the full effect of 
this provision. 
 
Under Part 1 of the Commons Act 2006, we can right some of these historic wrongs.  The 
project officer can work on one or both of the projects below. 
 
(A) Under paragraph 4 of Schedule 2 to the 2006 Act, any person may apply to a 

commons registration authority to register waste land of a manor as common land 
(referred to below as commons re-registration), provided that it was provisionally 
registered under the 1965 Act, but cancelled or withdrawn in specified but quite 
broadly drawn circumstances.  To qualify, the land must be manorial in origin (so 
that rules out land in ancient boroughs), and must still be waste — that is, open, 
uncultivated and unoccupied. 

 
(B) Under paragraphs 2 and 3, any person may apply to register common land, or a 

town or village green, which is recognised as such in a statutory document 
(referred to below as statutory commons).  For example, a common may be 
managed and regulated under a scheme made by a local authority under Part I of 
the Commons Act 1899, but some or all of the common may have escaped 
registration under the 1965 Act.  Applications under paragraphs 2 and 3 are more 
straightforward than those under paragraph 4, requiring only evidence comprising 
a copy of the statutory document. 

 
Registration of ‘new’ common land and greens will secure several outcomes— 

 increase the extent of common land and town or village green protected 
under statute; 

 raise the profile of the society in relation to local communities where 
applications are made; 

 ensure that such land is transparently and openly registered as such, in a 
register open to public scrutiny; 

 where land is currently subject to a scheme of regulation and management, 
confirm existing duties on local authorities to fulfil their obligations to manage 
the land and resist encroachments. 

 

More specifically in relation to common land, it will: 
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 increase the extent of common land protected from unlawful works which 
impede access or interfere with amenity; 

 increase the extent of common land permanently available for access on foot; 
 confirm existing rights of access (on foot and generally on horseback) to 

common land where such rights are vulnerable to challenge because the land 
is currently unregistered. 

 
 
ABOUT THE JOB 
 
Job title Commons Re-registration Project Officer 
 
Location Home-based, but expected to visit the society’s office in Henley-on-
Thames, Oxfordshire, from time to time. The work will also require attendance on site 
visits, and at archives and elsewhere, mainly within the focus areas described in 
paragraph 3 below.  Appropriate travel and subsistence costs will be reimbursed (but 
reimbursement for travel to Henley may be taxable). 
 
Salary   £30,000–£32,000 fte 
Hours   Project A:10-15 hours per week, project B: 6 hours per week 
Closing date  Monday 14 November 2016 
Return to Open Spaces Society, 25a Bell Street, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 2BA 

or office1@oss.org.uk 
 
Interviews for shortlisted candidates will take place on Monday 21 November 2016. 
 
Scope of the job 
 
Projects A and B will involve five phases: 

 desk-based, field research and local consultation where appropriate to identify 
suitable sites for commons re-registration applications to register waste of the 
manor; 

 commons re-registration applications; 
 desk-based research and local consultation where appropriate to identify suitable 

sites for statutory commons applications to register common land and greens; 
 statutory commons applications; 
 submission of statements of case and attendance at hearings, public inquiries or 

committee meetings (where held) in support of applications. 

Statutory commons applications (project B) largely can be researched on a desk-top 
basis, but may require site inspections to identify ineligible land owing to development. 

 
Main responsibilities 

 
1 The project officer will be responsible for delivery of the project, under the supervision 

and guidance of the society’s case officers. 
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2 The selection and adoption of casework will require the project officer to: 

 examine archive documentation (including Commons Commissioners’ decisions 
and commons registers); 

 examine other available desktop data (for example, Google Earth and Streetview, 
current Ordnance Survey mapping, online photography such as Geograph.co.uk); 

 consult locally (including with the society’s local correspondents, interested 
members, parish councils, other user groups’ representatives); 

 conduct a site visit to verify online information, gather site data and establish 
appropriate boundaries to application area; 

 research the county and other archives to demonstrate manorial status and 
support claim that site is ‘waste’; 

 prepare an application form, map and supporting data; 
 submit an application; 
 respond to requests for further information; 
 respond to comments from other parties; 
 attend hearing or inquiry (where held) and, where appropriate with support from 

case work officers, presenting further evidence as required, and defending the 
application under cross-examination; 

 publicise the outcome of the application if it is granted. 
Cases in Project B may not require activity under all of these bullets. 

3 There are around 700 square kilometres of land theoretically eligible for commons 
registration in the pioneer authority areas, of which around half is in North 
Yorkshire.  The vast majority of the other half is in Cumbria, Lancashire, Devon and 
Cornwall.  As some considerable research and applications have already been done in 
Cornwall, the project will focus on North Yorkshire, Cumbria, Lancashire and Devon. 

 
4 Success will be measured in terms of the extent of land contained in applications, and 

ultimately, in the extent of land successfully registered.   
 
5 Much of the research will initially be desktop, but in Project A decisions on candidates 

for applications, and accuracy in mapping boundaries of the application area, will 
often require site visits using existing public rights of way and access rights.  In some 
cases, it may be possible to commission the site visit using local correspondents or 
other volunteers. 

 
 

Person specification 
 
The society wishes to recruit one or more project officers to deliver the project.  As 
commons re-registration applications (Project A) are of a different character to statutory 
commons applications (Project B), we are open to applications from different persons to 
pursue each of these aspects of the project.  Please state in your application whether you 
are applying for one or both roles. 
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Candidates should satisfy the following requirements for skills, knowledge and 
experience: 
 
Essential 
 

 familiarity with commons registration 
 oral and written communication, including drafting reports and summarising 

information for communication to the public 
 using Microsoft Office Word or other word processing software 
 using Ordnance Survey maps 

Desirable 

 organising extensive written and graphic data records on an electronic file server 
to facilitate ease of retrieval by the project officer or others 

 conducting archival research online and in person 
 using PC-based drawing tools 
 public speaking (such as seminars or tribunals) 
 engaging in an application process with public bodies (e.g. grant funding 

applications) 

 
 

Timing 
The project will run for an initial period of four years, capable of being extended 
dependent on outcomes achieved.  The appointment will be on probation subject to a 
review at the end of year one. 

October 2016 

 


