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Introduction 
 
The Open Spaces Society has unique expertise in the history 
and management of common land. It helps individuals and 
groups to ensure that their local common is properly cared 
for. 
 
Approximately 9 per cent of Wales is registered common 
land, covering many habitats from mountain tops to beaches.  
 
Whether they are privately or publicly owned, commons are 
subject  to   rights held  by other people—the commoners. 
These rights—of cutting peat, collecting firewood or grazing 
sheep—are usually attached to adjacent cottages and farms 
and can be vital to hill-farm economies.   
 
Many commons have not been ploughed since time 
immemorial, and are therefore a haven for wildlife and 
archaeology.  Their open character forms an important part of 
our landscape, and is enjoyed by those seeking space for 
quiet relaxation, exercise and fresh air. 
 
In the past, hundreds of acres have been swallowed up by 
enclosure and encroachment. But under present law 
commons are still  vulnerable  to deregistration, development 
and neglect.  We cannot afford further loss. 

 
Community action 
 
So why not start the ball rolling and form a friends or 
management group to ensure your common is properly cared 
for?  You can research its history, wildlife and archaeology; 
discuss management with owners, commoners and the 
community council; help carry out practical conservation work 
and campaign to ward off threats of development. 
 
Across Wales, many groups are already showing the way. 
Below is just a small selection of them.  
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Caerphilly Commoners’ & Brinkers’ Association 
Secretary: Lindsay Evans 
1 Graig Hir, Mountain Road, Caerphilly Mountain.  CF83 1JA 
Email: lindsay343@btinternet.com 
 
West Glamorgan Commoners’ Association 
Works with many other societies, both in Wales and England 
to protect the natural habitats of Wales. 
 
Halkyn Mountain Common Joint Consultative Board   
In Flintshire, the Halkyn Common Graziers’ and Commoners’ 
Association has a very informative website on its common, 
http://www.halkyn.org and a Halkyn Common Management 
Committee has been set up to ensure proper management 
and protection. 
 
Mynydd Eglwysilan Association 
Long-time members of the Open Spaces Society, its main 
interest is in working to protect Eglwysilan Common.    
 
Gower Society 
http://www.thegowersociety.org.uk/  
Dedicated to safeguarding the area of Gower.  

 
While the Open Spaces Society has made every effort to 
ensure the information obtained in this factsheet is an 
accurate summary of the subject as at the date of publication, 
it is unable to accept liability for any misinterpretation of the 
law or any other error or omission in the advice in this paper. 
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