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The case for membership 
 
1. To qualify for professional advice and assistance in matters 

relating to the protection of common land, town and village 
greens, open spaces and public paths in your parish, town or 
community. 

 
 We have over 400 parish, town and community councils 

throughout England and Wales who are members of the 
society and they benefit from our free advisory service.  We 
deal with about 300 cases a year for our members, many of 
them on behalf of local councils.   

 
  If there are commons or greens in your parish or community 
you may need our specialist help in protecting them from 
encroachment.   If you own or manage them, you will have 
particular responsibilities on which we can advise.  If those 
commons or greens have no  registered owner, we can tell you 
how to go about acquiring ownership by adverse possession. 

 
 In the case of town and village greens we can help you to deal 
with illegal encroachments, using the special powers available 
to you. 

 
 The Commons Act 2006 in which the society was closely 
involved, updated the processes for registering greens and 
obtaining consent for works on, and exchanges of, common 
land. 

 
 The Commons Act 2006 allows the reopening of the common-
land registers to enable certain areas of land which were 
missed off in the original registration process to be included. 
Local councils can take  the lead and claim land in their 
territories, and the society can offer advice on how to do this.  
At present, this can only be done in the following pioneer areas 
in England: Blackburn with Darwen, Cornwall, Devon, 
Herefordshire, Hertfordshire, Kent and Lancashire. 
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 We can advise you on how to apply to register land as a ‘new’ 
town or village green.  We have helped many parish councils 
including Sunningwell Parish Council in Oxfordshire on such a 
case, which made important case-law in the House of Lords.  
If you own land you may wish to protect it by voluntarily 
registering it. 

 
 On rights of way, the society is unique in being concerned 
about all categories of public paths and representing all 
categories of user. 

 
 We receive copies of all the proposals to alter the routes of 
paths, and our network of local correspondents responds to 
these and take up  local cases on our behalf. 

 
 We advise and support our local council members in 
protecting and creating public paths and on their special 
powers in this respect. 

 
 In addition to the advice you can obtain from our staff, you 
can, as a member, make use of a free legal-advisory service 
offered by a firm of solicitors in Swansea.  They will give the 
first 30 minutes of their  time free to members of the society 

 
 With the Ramblers’ Association, we have published a 
comprehensive guide to path law:  Rights of Way, a guide to 
law and practice.   

 
 As a member you would receive three, free copies a year of 
our lively and informative magazine Open Space. 

 
2. To obtain a discount price on our publications 
 

 Our book Our Common Land is the definitive work on the law 
of commons and village greens. By Paul Clayden, sixth edition 
2007 from the Open Spaces Society, £19 to members, £20 to 
non-members http://www.oss.org.uk/publications 



4 
 
 
 
 

 
 Getting Greens Registered advises on the law and procedure 

of registering land as a 'new' green. From the Open Spaces 
Society, £10 to members, £11 to non-members 

 http://www.oss.org.uk/publications 
 
 Our book, Rights of Way, a guide to law and practice, is 

published jointly with the Ramblers’ Association and is 
available from Cordee Ltd, 3A De Montfort Street, Leicester 
LE10 7HD. Phone 0116 254 3579, e-mail sales@cordee.co.uk, 
www.ramblers.co.uk/rightsofwaybook 

 
 
Further reading 
 
A Common Purpose:  a guide to community engagement, revised 
2012 
http://www.foundationforcommonland.org.uk/commons/a-common-
purpose-guide 
 
Finding Common Ground by Kate Ashbrook and Nicola Hodgson 
(OSS 2010, commissioned by Natural England) available from 
http://www.oss.org.uk/publications/free-publications/  
 
Open space and public paths are vital to the quality of people's lives 
whether they live in the town or country.  Please help to support our 
work by joining our society. 
 
While the Open Spaces Society has made every effort to ensure the 
information obtained in this factsheet is an accurate summary of the subject as 
at the date of publication, it is unable to accept liability for any 
misinterpretation of the law or any other error or omission in the advice in this 
paper. 
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